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Crete. 1. A country postman. 2, Typical village on the lower hill slopes. 3. Woman wearing the national costume.
4. State entrance of the Miuoan palace at Phaestus, as shown when the excavation had been completed. 5. The famous Venetian
fountain at Candia. 6. Ruins o! the palace of Phaestus, with Mount Ida in the distance. 7. Remains of archaic Greek
shrines discovered at Frinias. 8. Shops of the Minoan market excavated at Hagia Triada. 9. Old street and mosque at Retimo

contemporary found in Greece
quite rivals, and the archaic laws
of Gortyna attest a degree of social
organization above that of any
part of the mainland at the time.
This was the period of the " Dae-
dalid " sculptors, acknowledged by
later masters to have been the
best plastic artists of the age.

With the rise of the Greek
maritime cities of Europe and
Asia to .affluence and power by
maritime adventuring, Crete, al-
ways self-contained and averse from

seafaring, began to drop more and
more into a provincial position.
To students of Hellenic and Roman
civilization she is hardly of interest
except for her religious traditions,
which, like those concerning the
birth and infancy of the Greek
Supreme God on her hills, go back
to pre-Hellenic days. It was not
till both the Roman and the
Byzantine empires had lost con-
trol of the Greek lands and, with
them, of East Mediterranean trade,
that Crete came again into notice.

For trade reasons Venice seized
the island, introducing into it a new
element of race and art, whose
traces yet remain; and it was in
order to push Venice into the West-
ern seas again and draw trade back
to Constantinople that the Turks,
centuries later, undertook a series
of Cretan expeditions crowned by
the longest siege in history, before
the mighty bastions of Candia.
Taken for no better purpose
than the exclusion of all other sea-
powers from its shores, Crete had